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1  Introduction  
 

BlomURBEX is a collection of Web Services provided by Blom that allow to 

navigate through high -detailed maps with ortho and oblique imagery, and to fly 

through 3D immersive  cities. In addition, the Web Services can be invoked to 

obtain measurement informat ion about buildings and other map elements.  

Blom leverages in Europe and around the world the production of a huge image 

and 3D model database of more than 900 cities, and the database increases each 

month as new countries are included in it. BlomURBEX off ers the most detailed 

and comprehensive imagery database and 3D models of urban places in the 

market.  

 

Based on the same interface, Blom is developing a full range of plug - ins that 

integrates  BlomURBEX services in common GIS and CAD applications. Blom 

deve lopment roadmap with BlomURBEX includes the following targets:  

 

 BlomURBEX plug - in for ESRI ArcMap (ArcView, ArcEditor and ArcInfo)  

 BlomURBEX plug - in for ESRI ArcIMS  

 BlomURBEX plug - in for ESRI ArcGIS Server  

 BlomURBEX plug - in for Intergraph GeoMedia  Professi onal  

 BlomURBEX plug - in for Integraph GeoMedia  WebMap  

 BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map and AutoCAD  

 BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk MapGuide  

 BlomURBEX plug - in for Bentley MicroStation  

 BlomURBEX plug - in for MapInfo Professional  

 BlomURBEX plug - in for MapInfo MapXtreme  

 

Contact Blom at http://www.blomasa.com/contact.html  for new releases and 

updates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.blomasa.com/contact.html
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2  Version changes  
 

Version 3.0.0 of BlomURBEX Plug - in for Autodesk Map 2007/2008/2009 

includes these improvements:  

 

 Added support for adding Blom Library as a data source.  

 ñDisplay measurement tool resultsò option has been removed from 

ñPrintingò options in ñSettingsò. 

 Better navigational controls for map.  

 Proxy settings will now get detected automaticall y.  

 

Version 2.5.2 of BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009  

includes these improvements:  

 

 Fixed an error that causes a crash in Autodesk Map  when viewing obliques.  

 OSGB36 projection supported.  

 Fixed a problem for viewing overlays in one view of multi - view layouts.  

 Fixed a problem refreshing overlays in obliques.  

 NTLM and Kerberos proxy authentication support  

 

Version 2.5.1 of BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009  

includes these improvements:  

 

 Better support for big geometries in overlays  

 

Version 2.5 of BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009  

includes these improvements:  

 

 All the rendering is done asynchronously.  

 Height measurement now uses a BlomURBEX service to obtain the best 

angle in the oblique image to force the me asurement in a vertical direction.  

 Better resize to avoid flickering.  

 Vector overlay on top of oblique imagery is done faster .  

 A new option in settings can change the priority order for the basemap. 

Now it is possible to priorize  between the different ortho images (ñpictometryò, 

ñCountryortho ò or ñsatelliteò) present sometimes at the same zoom level in the 

server.  

 Other tile layers in BlomURBEX server can be overlapped selecting them in 

the options dialog.  

 Product and version numb er appears in About dialog.  

 Print error that occurred after printing is fixed.  

 Tooltips close when the map looses focus.  

 Default zoom and orientation has been fixed.  

 Views are now correct when changing between different layouts.  

 Bug fixed with double sync between map and BlomURBEX viewer.  

 Bug fixed with Extract image tool.  

 Proj4 DLL is no more used, but DotSpatial is used instead.  

 Installer uses bootstrap to download from web required prerequisites.  

 More accurate measurements in distance and area.  
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Version 2.0 of BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009  

includes these improvements:  

 

 Internet Explorer 7 not needed. New BlomURBEX viewer do not requires 

Internet Explorer 7 to be installed or any other web browser. The plug - in manage 

requests on  its own.  

 A new image cache owned by all the plug - ins speeds bitmap recovery and 

makes it easy to manage the plug - ins cache. No more the browser cache is used.  

 Easier installation. BlomURBEX viewer component is not a previous install 

requirement. Plug - in i nstaller checks if viewer is installed, and if not, then installs 

it. The viewer is never uninstalled to avoid other plug - ins to stop working.  

 Better performance. New BlomURBEX viewer is not JavaScript  based but 

.NET based, and executes code faster.  

 New op tion to choose the date of the imagery, allowing to see history 

changes in images, and seeing different years in a side -by -side mode.  

 Year of the current visible image in a label at the bottom of each view.  

 Intelligent behaviour when zooming. If a better view mode or orientation 

exists for current zoom then it is loaded automatically.  

 Faster vector overlay on obliques. The new BlomURBEX viewer sends 

fewer requests to transform vector data between ortho and oblique, and draws 

vector data faster.  

 A new butto n in toolbar to enable/disable vector overlay faster than 

changing settings.  

 Print improvement. Print and export now support vector overlay.  

 Log levels to better grained logging and a default folder for storing logs in 

just one file.  

 A new tool for extract ing images has been added. If image exported is 

ortho view, then the world file is saved for easy use in GIS packages.  

 Proxy settings support  

 Full support of Windows versions from XP to 7, including 32 and 64 bits 

versions.  
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3  System requirements  
 

Microsoft .NET Framework 2.0 and 3.5 (installed by setup if not present)  

 

BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009  is developed with 

Microsoft .NET Framework 2.0 and 3.5. During installation, if these Frameworks 

are not present, they  are downloaded and installed.  

 

Autodesk Map  version 2007/2008/2009  

 

This BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009  requires any of these  

product s from Autodesk installed in order to execute BlomURBEX plug - in.  

 

Windows versions  

 

BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009  supports Windows 

versions supported by the Autodesk product . Read Autodesk Map  

2007/2008/2009  install guide for more info.  

 

User Token  

 

To access BlomURBEX Web Services a UserToken is needed. This UserToken  is an 

encrypted string that authenticates each user request. Contact with Blom 

Marketing Department to obtain the required UserToken in:  

 

http://www.blomasa.com/contact.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.blomasa.com/contact.html
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4  Installing BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map  
2007/2008/2009  
 

1.  Ensure you are logged onto your computer with Administrator privileges.  

2.  Close all programs.  

3.  Uninstall previous ñBlomURBEX plug-inò versions for any GIS or CAD package that 

could be installed.  Older  ñBlomURBEX plug-insò cannot  coexist with current 

version . If any other plug - in is installed for other GIS or CAD package,  upgrade 

the plug - in also to last version . 

4.  Run setup.exe installer. Be careful to not run Urbex30AutodeskMap2007.msi  

installer because this installer does  not check if dependencies are already 

installed.  

5.  If .NET Framework 2.0 or .NET Framework 3.5 are not installed a message is 

shown. Accept in the message. The Frameworks will be downloaded from the 

Microsoft webpage and  installed.  

6.  If Microsoft Interop Forms is not installed a dialog will appear to perform its 

installation. Click in Accept to accept the license agreement and continue. This 

software from Microsoft is an add - in to the .NET Framework that improves 

ActiveX / .NET interoperability.  

 
7.  Wait until Microsoft Interop Forms install completes.  
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8.  The BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009  Setup Wizard will 

lead you through all stages of the setup process.  

 
9.  Click Next > to begin installation.  
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10.  The next screen displays the license agreement. Please read this and if you 

accept the terms select the ñI Agreeò radio button. Click Next > to continue. 
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11.  Click Browse to change the destination folder. Click ñDisc costò to confirm that 

there is enough space t o install. Select in the radio buttons if BlomURBEX plug - in 

for Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009  will be available to all users or just you in 

your computer. Click Next > to continue.  

 
12.  Click Next > to start installation.  

13.  Finally click Finish to close installat ion wizard.  
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5  Starting with BlomURBEX plug - in for Autodesk Map  
2007/2008/2009  

5.1  Setup the BlomURBEX Viewer plug - in in Autodesk Map  
2007/2008/2009  

To execute the plug - in, follow these steps:  

1.  Open Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009 . 

2.  Select the Tools > Load application menu. The ñLoad / Unload applicationsò dialog 

box will open.  

 
3.  Browse for the accont17 .arx file contained in the plug - in install folder, select it, 

and then click the Load button. This ARX application is an  utility that allows 

dockable windows inside Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009 . It should appear in the 

bottom list of loaded applications, as shown in the screenshot.  

4.  To avoid this setup every time Autodesk Map  is started, click in the Contents 

button. The ñLoad on startupò dialog box will appear. 
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5.  Click the Add button. A new dialog w ill open. Browse to the accont17 .arx file in 

the plug -in install folder, select it, and click Add. Then Close the ñLoad on startupò 

dialog and the ñLoad / Unload applicationsò dialog.  

6.  To load the Blom Dockable Window that c ontains the BlomURBEX Viewer , type 

with the mouse cursor inside Autodesk Map  or type in the command bar if visible 

the following command: dockable_container  and press Enter.  

 
7.  The command executes and asks for a ProgID (the identifier of the dockable 

control that shows BlomURBEX Viewer). Type the following identifier: 

BlomUrbexDock17 .DockControl , and press Enter. After some seconds, the 

BlomURBEX Viewer will be opened in a dockable window inside Autodesk Map  

2007/ 2008/2009 . 

 
8.  It is possible to dock or undock the window as with any Autodesk Map  dockable 

window. Also it is possible to reduce the window to a sidebar clicking in the 

buttons that appear on top and title bar of the window. Also the window can be 

closed. To open it again repeat steps 6 and 7. The window saves its state when 

Autodesk Map  is closed so next time it will be seen the same as previously.  
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5.2  Adding Data Sources  

A Data Source is a repository of complex cartographic data. In order to work with 

a Data Source it must be assigned to Plug - in.  

Current version of Plug - in supports two different Data Sources:  

 

1.  BlomURBEX TM online services  

2.  Blom Libraries  

 

5.2.1 Adding BlomURBEX TM as a Data Source  

1.  In the BlomURBEX Viewer toolbar, select the menu Settings > Open 

settings dialog, to open the Settings dialog.  

2.  In the dialog select General tab.  

3.  In the Data Source drop down select ñBlomUrbexò. 
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4.  In the ñUser tokenò textbox type the UserToken provided by Blom. This 

UserToken is an encrypted string that authenticates each user request. 

Contact with Blom Marketing Department to obtain the required 

UserToken. The UserToken is needed to connect to the BlomURBEX Web 

Services and allow the access to the imagery.  

 
5.  Click OK button to finish configuration.  

 

5.2.2 Adding Blom Librar y as a Data Source  

1.  In the BlomURBEX Viewer toolbar, select the menu Settings > Open 

settings dialog, to open the Settings dialog.  

2.  In the dialog select General tab.  

3.  In the Data Source drop down select ñBlom Libraryò. 

 
4.  Selecting Blom Libraries  

Á Browse and se lect a Blom Library.  

Á Click ñadd newò button in order to add multiple libraries. 

5.  Selecting Library Licenses  

Á Browse and select a valid License.  

Á Click ñAdd Newò button in order to add multiple licenses in case 

there are more than one library.  
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6.  In order to remo ve a Library or a License, click delete button next to it.  

 
7.  Click OK button to finish configuration.  

5.3  Setup the BlomURBEX Viewer basic options  

The first thing to do in an application that uses BlomURBEX  Viewer  is to specify 

some minimum options in order that the viewer can correctly search for images. 

For this follow the next steps.  

1.  Open BlomURBEX Viewer window using the dockable_container command 

as explained above . 

2.  In the BlomURBEX  Viewer toolbar select the m enu Settings > Open 

settings dialog to open the Settings dialog.  

 
3.  In the dialog select the General tab. Select the desired Data Source (See 

section 5.2 for details on adding a Data Source).  

4.  Select the Linking tab. Depending on the projection of the basem ap (the 

map of Autodesk Map  2007/2008/2009 ) it is needed to indicate BlomURBEX  

Viewer which projection is this. Follow next steps.  
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5.  Click in the Select button to open the ñSelect projectionò dialog. In the 

dialog select in the available projection list the one that the basemap has. There 

are different options to select the desired projection:  

6.  To select a projection from the full list of supported projections, choose 

ñShow all projectionsò in the upper dropdown box. To select click in the list and 

then click in OK, or double click an item in the list. Any item chosen will be 

reminded later in a list with the most used projections, so it is not needed to find 

it again in the long list. Also, it is possible to add any item to this ñmost usedò list 

without leaving the dialog clicking with right mouse button and selecting ñAdd to 

most usedò from the context menu. 
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7.  To select a projection from the reduced list of the most used projections, 

choose ñShow most used projectionsò from the upper dropdown box. The list will 

show only those projections selected at least once or any other marked explicitly 

as ñmost usedò. To select click in the list and then click in OK, or double click an 

item in the list. Alternatively, it is possible to remove items f rom this ñmost usedò 

list clicking with the right mouse button and selecting ñRemove from most usedò. 

The current selected projection cannot  be removed from this list.  
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8.  To select a projection from a reduced list using a filter, choose ñUse a 

filterò in the upper dropdown box. The filter textbox and Filter button will 

activate. Type a search word or words in the filter textbox and press Filter. Only 

the projections containing the full search text will be shown. The search is 

possible by EPSG code and also  by the projection name, and is case insensitive. 

To select click in the list and then click in OK, or double click an item in the list. 

The selected projection will be recorded in the ñmost usedò list as usual. 
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9.  Save the settings clicking in OK. Setting s are saved in registry for each 

user so it is not needed to set them again later as each user has their own 

settings. The latest settings are used by default. To configure different settings 

use the Save button to save a file with the settings that can be  later opened with 

the Open button.  

10.  This finish the configuration.  

 

 

Settings do not persist, if the Plug - in is reinstalled. We need to set the settings 

again in case of re - installation.  

 

5.4  Changing language interface  

Language interface can be changed through the direct menu: Settings > 

Language, or through the Settings dialog, by Settings > Open Settings dialog. 

The first is a more direct way to change the language, but the results are the 

same.  

To change the language through the direct menu:  

1.  Click in menu Settings > Language > <The desired language>. The 

interface language of the application is changed at once. The selection is saved in 

the user registry so next time BlomURBEX  Viewer is ope ned the preferred 

language will remain in the interface.  

 

To change the language through the settings dialog:  

1.  Click in menu Settings > Open settings dialog.  

2.  Select the General tab. In the Language selector, choose the preferred 

one. The interface language  of the application is changed at once.  

3.  If needed, click Save to save the settings in a file for future use.  

4.  Click OK to save the settings in user registry. Next time BlomURBEX  

Viewer is opened the preferred language will remain in the interface.  
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Improving  translations of the interface is very easy. Check the Appendixes.  

 
5.5  Changing layout  

BlomURBEX  Viewer can show one or several orientations at the time using 

different layouts, and view images of different dates. It is possible to change from 

one layout to other either from Settings > Layout direct menu, or using the 

Settings dialog by Settings > Open settings dialog menu. The first is a more 

direct way to change the layout, but the results are the same.  

To change the layout using a direct menu:  

1.  Click in Set tings > Layout > <the desired layout>. The choice is saved in 

the user registry so this layout will remain in future sessions until changed again.  
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To change the layout and image dates using the settings dialog:  

1.  Click in Settings > Open  settings dialog me nu to open settings dialog.  

 

 
2.  In the dialog select the Layout tab and select the preferred layout in the 

upper dropdown box. For each view in the layout, it is possible to select the 

preferred year of the BlomURBEX  imagery to be shown as explained later.  

3.  If needed, click Save to save the settings to disk for future use.  

4.  Click OK to save the settings in user registry. Next time BlomURBEX  

Viewer opens the preferred layout will remain in the interface.  
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